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employed, when they came together to observe the Festival of the Dedication of the church of St. Felix, ordered the church to be painted with the images of saints and stories from Scripture History, such as those of Esther and Job, and Tobit and Judith. (Paulinus Natal. 9, Felicis p. 615.) We find frequent allusion to pictures in the writings of St. Augustine. Emblematical compositions, such as that which is intended for St. George's Church, Leeds, of which the subject is our LORD'S Intercession, were not permitted until a later period. We thus see that the use of pictures in Churches is to be traced to the practices of the fourth century; that century in which the Church adopted the Nicene Creed, and fixed the Canon of Scripture; receiving those Books as Canonical, and only those, which are still received as such by the English Church. This, it is the fashion of the present day, to call the Nicene Church: which is abaci designation, as it may lead persons to disconnect it in their minds from the Church of CHRIST as it existed before or after that period. That the practice of the age, when the Church was beginning to breathe after its severe persecutions, when the great Creed of the Church Universal was drawn up, and when the Canon of Scripture was fixed, is sufficient to sanction the use of pictures in our Sanctuaries, we are ready to contend; and we rejoice to find that others of our contemporaries are prepared to do the same. That in the middle ages pictures as well as images were sometimes worshipped, as they are by many Papists in the present day, is not to be denied. It was therefore natural that the Reformers, seeing the abuse of the thing, should be strongly prejudiced against the retention of pictures in our Churches. But much of Romish error consists in the abuse of what was originally good, or true. We may, in the present age, return to the use of what was originally good; but being warned that what has led to Popish corruptions, may lead to them again, we must be very careful to watch against the recurrence of those evil practices to which these customs have been abused and perverted.
AMEN. All churches and all nations have retained this word in the original language, it being so comprehensive and so sacred, that it seems by general consent that